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otrike eastward from Fourteen
Streams into the Transvaal

The long and anxiously awaited
news o the the relief of Mafeking
has not yet been received

Mr Schreiner, the Cape premier,
has grented the request of the mayor
of Ospe Town that a public holiday
be prooclaimed throughou. «ne colony
on the relief of Mafeking.

AMALGAMATION OF DUTCH
STATES

Loodoo, Maroh 22 —The eorres
deot of The Times ot Loreoso
oes, telegraphing Tuesday, eays :
“It is reported from Pretoria that a
scheme ban been arranged for the
amalgemation of the Tranevaal and the
Free Btate. President Kruger will
become president of the federated states
sod Steyn commaodaot geveral of the
Boer sarmy The flag will be the same
ss that of the T'raneveal, with sn
sdditional orange eolor.

*‘Althoagh the story is oot confirm
od, it in oot improBable. It is a
ootorins faot that Gen Jeabort has lont
the confidence of the burghers simply
becsnse from tha first he refused to
sbhut his eyen to the inevitable resalt of
the war. Wijth all the burghers in the
fleld, it might not be difficult to secure
o formal endoreement of this rumored
soheme.”’

— e ————

TRANSVAALERS LEFT COLES-
BERG SUNDAY.

Londoo, Maroh 22 —A dispateh to
oq], Standard from Bloemfootein, dated
Tuaesday, saye: “‘Four thousand Traos.
vaslers from Colesberg trekked oo
Satarday sod Sooday to the northeast,
Roiog by way of the Basutolaod border,
Toey will probably be caught at one of
the 7] ’ {

A siriking festure of the advance oo
Bloemfoatein was the sbandooment of
our eommanioations with Poplar Grove.
Lord Roberts, confident in the ability
of bis trensport to meet all the imme
diste veeds of the armj, deliberstely
lefs the enemy at Abrabam's kreasl to
do what they hked. The resolt fally
justiied bim  The evemy o the sonth
were parslyssd by the boldoees aod
repidity the etroke, and General
Clemente and Gatacre were cnabled to
oroes the Orange river almost withous

" | opposition

“NEGOTIATIONS PROCEED-
ING

Losodoo, March 22 —The Cape Town
correspondent of Tbe Daily Mail tele-
grapbing Taeadsy, March 20, saye:
*“I bave justarrived from Bloemfootein,
where [ learned that 0o further move.
ment is probable for three weeks. as
segotistions are proceeding [ failed
to ascertain the natare of the vegotia-
tioos or whether Sir Alfred Miloer’s
departure from Cape Town is connected
with them, bat I should not be
sarprised if the war oallapeed quickly "

Steyn’s Warning to Kruger.

Loados, March 21 —At Warren
town, north of Kimberley, desultory
figoting occarred all Sonday, result
fog in the retreat of the Boeers
towarde Obrietiane noder shell fire
The of thie columo towards
M sg bas either almost ceased
or is forbidden to be wmentioned in
dispatobes  Mafeking apparently
otill awaite relief

The Pretoria account of the skir-
mish at Focrteen Streams March
16th, says that & Boer command wae
prepariog to destroy a railroad bridge
and that the engagement laeted half
en bour, with thet resalt that one
bugler was slightly wounded

The same dispatoh announces the
errival ot the Tisneveal cepital of
Gen Sohalkburger from Natal.

The second edition of The Times
today publishea & dispatch from
Bloemfontein dated Monday, March
19th, which ssys: *The blowing up
of bridges by the Boers is an evident
sign that the Transvaslers fntend to
abandon the defenne of the Free
am. ”

All ie quiet in the south and west
A corps of young Boers from the
farme  sorrounding Bloemfontein,
vonder so imperisl officer, has been
detailed for police work and to pre.
veut the farther looting of abandoned
farme by the Kafire

It ie said thet when President Kra.
ger left Bloemfontein after his recent
vieit there, President Steyn'e parting
remark was: ‘“‘Miod the British do
not catch you, or you will get better
quarters at St Helena than [

Rodyard Kipling hes gouve to
Bloemfontein.

The Boers at Aliwal North are re.
ported to be etill holding a position
in the big hills on the Free State
side.

From a Pretoria dispatch it appears
some misunderstanding regarding
Lord Baiisbury's reply to America’s
offer of mediation existe there. It
had been quoted to the effect that
Lord Salisbury said he could accept
the intenvention or no other power,
which leads to the belief that the

Ameriosn representstions would be

)

No Startling News
From Seat of War.

Loodoo, Maroh 23,4 a. m.—Again
there is a persistent ramor that Mafe-
king has beeo relioved. The war office,
however, declares that there. is DO
coofirmation of the rumor and that no
further news on the eubject is at hand.
It seems ocertain Mafeking’s only
chances lie in relief by the colamos
supposed » be advenciog from the
south or i. the poseibility that Colonel
Badeo Powell is still strong enough to
sttempt s sortie, with a view of ocaptur.
iog the Boer guoe, at & time when
Commandant Soymen has withdrawn
bis meo to opposs Colonel Plomer’s
advavce, All the reports regarding
the British operations in the Free State
continue most sstisfaotory

[t is reported from L renso Marques
tbat Pretoria is prepared to stand a
siege of two years, sod that the Boer
women, frantio at the reverses to the
Boer arms, are eotreating to beallowed
to shoot the British officers imprisoned
at Pretoria

It is announced from the Transvasl
oapital that the lialian government hae
declined to intervene.

A report from Kroonstedt, 0. F 8.,
via Pretoris that the Boers, under the
command of Gen Olivier, had defeated
tbe British troops uoder Gen Gatsore
io the vicioity of Bethulie, is not
believed here. A dispatoh to The Daily
News from Spriogfontein, dated Taes-
day, March 20, eays Gen Gatacre was
“all well” aod sdde that be 2nd Gen
Brabaot had oot lost a dogen men in o
fortnight, The last advices also place
Geo Gatacre about 30 miles north of
Bethulie, where the Boer report saye
the defeat was icflioted This, ocom
bired with the faot that no mention of
the affsir was made by Lord Roberts,
in bis dispatoh of Maroh 21, confirms
the bLelief that the Kroonstadt advices
are erroneous

The reports of ekirmishing near
Lobetsi while sppareotly not inflicting
aoy serious lose an Colooel Plumer's
eolamos, canse grave anxiety in regerd
to his ability to reach Mafoking Fur-
ther news from that quarter is soxiounsly
awaited, for in the six days that bave
elapsed sinoce the last messages were
sent off a eerious engsgement may
bsve ocoarred, though not of Colonel
Plumer’s seekiog The Boers seem
determined ot to give up their prey
ot Mafekiog wi hout a ferce struggle.

Ia reply to the mayor of Cape
Town's request tor make “Mafeking
relief day” a publio holiday, Premier
Sobreiner wrote : **May the boliday
come so0n aod may a spirit of general
good will and kindly oonsideration
prevail later.”

The Times in its second edition,
publinhed = dispatob from Lorenso
Marques whiob quotes President Steys
as sayiog, st Krooostadt, that the
Boers could continue the ctruggle for
oix moethe looger

While the Boers sad British in the
Oraoge Free/State are takiog sdvan-
tage of the "period of inactivity to
enjoy s rest, those oo the borders of
Natal are begioniog to show aotivity,
A specisl dispatoh from Darbsn says
the town of Pomeroy, 80 miles east of
Ladysmith, hes beeo burned by the
Boers. A Britieh detachment arriviog
st Pomeroy as the Boeres evacuated the
place shelled the burghers, but they
suceceded in takiog wp s strong posi-
tioo in the hills with & force estimated
to number 5,000 men ‘

It bas bsen learned that no vew
pesce overtures have been made to
Lord Sslisbury, nor are any expected
ot present by Great Britain  The tele
grephio norrespondence bas been confin-
ed to the treatmont of prisoners. Lord
Salisbury, es already oabled, is bolding
the presideats of the South Afriean
repablios reeponsibie for the welfare of
British prisoners. The question of
safety of Jobaooesburg and the gold
mines there has not been raised.

The correspondence exchanged be-
tween Lord Salisbury and President
Kruger will shortly be given to parlis-
meot.

Replyiog in the house of commons
today to a series of questioos on the
subjeot of Gen Lord Methueo snd bis
slleged disagreements with the officers
of his colamn, which bave caused con-
siderable scsndal, the parlismentary
seoretary of the war office, George
Wyodbam, declsred no obarge had
been brought agaiost Gen Methuen by
Col Gough or any other officer. Col
Gough, he added, bae been informed
that an inquiry woald be held into bis
ease. (ol Gough is alleged to bave
been ordered home by Gen Methuen
after deoliniog to obey a commsnd
issued by the latter, and the colonel
demanded a trial by courtmartial,

SURRENDER OF MANY DUTCH.

London, Mereh 22.—Lord Roberts
telegraphs from Bloemfoutein uoder
date of Mroh 21, as follows: *So
many burgliers have expressed a desire
to surrender under the torms of tha last

proclamation that [ have sent small
oolumes in the wvarions directions to
register their names and take over their

ba | child.
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eastward to Thahanchu and a detach
meot from Spriogfontein has oocupied
Smitbfield, where some Transvaalers
aod & wagon with arms sod ammubpi
tion were oaptared The Ssots Guards
sre at Hdenburg and Reddersberg,
Geo. Clements’ brigade is marohing

hither by way of Philippolis and Faure.
smith

London, March 24, 415 a m —
Lord Roberts’ main army continues
waitiog at Bloemfontein The inter-
est in the fate of Mafeking has in-
tensified with the retirement of Col
Plamer’s forces to Crocodile Pools,
where he was two months ago

Relief from the north now dwindles
to improbability

Lord Methuen ie ekirmishing with
the Boers at Warrenton, although
seemingly in force sufficient to do
pretty muach as be likes, he bas not
advanced these five days It is
boped that his military ambition will
give a pleasant surprise to the Brit
ishers by emasbing the seige with a
etrong column of cavalry and detour
ing to Mafeking while Commandant
S8oyman is drawn off to engage Col
Plumer.

Gen French’s cavalry and mounted
iofantry, accordiog to rumor are
fighting somewhbre east of Bloem
footein This euggests more Boer
| bad news, as Commandant Oiivier’s
commando with 2,000 wagons is re
ported on the Basutoland frontier,
traveling northward toward the moun
tains .

Gen Buller has not yet moved in |
Natal |

The Eighth division will go direct |
to Bloemfontein Lord Roberts’ ef- |
fective disposable at the front 10
days hence will be. it is estimated,
70,000 men, with the easy poassibil
ity of moving eastward, forcing the
Boers to evacuate the Biggarsberg
range and joining hands with Gen
Baller before continuing the prome
nade to Pretoria.

GEN FRENCH'S MOVEMENT

London, March 28 —According to
a special dispatch from Cape Town,
dated todsy, Gen French’s cavalry
brigade ie fighting eastward of Bloem-
footein

r——

FROM BOER CAMP.

Boer Oamp, Kroonstadt, Thureday,
March 22 —Affairs are being put in
proper shape and the Free Staters
who had to leave are returning in
crowds Thepresident’s proclamation
bae shown the burghers that the gov
ernment is standing firm The com
mande are mobilizing in great num
bere and the men are more determined
than ever

President Steyn has ieeued a proc
lamation, in which he warns the
borghers who lay down their arme
snd belp the British that they are
liable to the utmost punishment as
traitors

BOERS MEET PLUMER

London, March 23, 921 p m —
The war office has issued the fol-
lowing :

“From the Geners! at Cape Town to
the Secretary of Wer :

*“Cape Town, March 28 —The fol-
lowing telegram has arrived from
Nicholson, Buluwayo, March 16 :

‘ ‘The following is from Plomer,
March 14: ‘The Boers advanced
from the south in coonsiderable force
this mworning Tbhey firet advanced
from Goodes Siding After a sharp
little engagement Lieat Col Bodle’s
edvance posts compelled to retreat
The retirement was excellently car
ried out to our main position The
casualties included Lieut Chapman
and a ocorporal, prisoners, and two
miesing, probably prisoners. Five
troops were wounded OChapman’s
horse fell with bim olose to the ene-
my, who immedistely esurrounded
him. The exact Boer casuslties are
unkuown, but several were shot at
short range. In the afternoon the
Boers advanced further north and
shelled our position from a ridge on
our left Our 12} pounder replied,
the artillery duel ocontinuing until
sunset. Lieut A J Tyler hae since
died of wounds. One native was kill-
ad n

- O —

Raleigh, N. O, Maroch 22 —
The most horrible orime in the history
of North Carolina was perpetrated
early this morning at Garners, five
miles east of this city, when a negro
Tom Jones, commonly known in the
county as ‘‘Preacher” Jones, murder
ed Ella Jones and her oldest
davghter, Ida Jones, and then set
fire to the beds in which lay the
bodies of the murdered victims and
four others, all children, ranging in
years from a baby one month old to
the largest boy who was not more
than five years cf age The work
was done with an axe, the murderer,
according to the story of little seven-
year old Laura Jones, who escaped
with her younger sister, deliberately
and coolly striking the mother four
times and then making two heavy
strokee into the body of the oidest

SERIOUS CHARGE
AGAINST ROOT.

Alleged That He Has Grant-
ed Mining Coucessions

IN BED OF BEA NEAR CAPE
NOME

Washington. March 21.—Upon the
suthority of the governor of Alaska,
Mr Turner of Washington made the
statement in the senate today that
concessione for gold mining in the
bed of the sea near Cape Nome,
Alsska, had been granted by the
secretary of war, and upon that
statement he based a resolution of
inquiry  8enator Turner eaid if such
& grant had been made it was a
‘ shame and a reproach and a scan
dal ”” The resolution was agreed to
In a few mioutes and without dis-
cuseion the additional urgent defi-
ciency bill was paesed, with ope or
two other measures of importance.
Mr Allison ‘gave notice that he
would call up the conference report
on the Puerto Rican appropriation
bill

Mr Turnet’s resolution directed the
secretary of war to inform the sen
ate whether any concessions to ex-
cavate the gold bearing bed of the
sea in the vicinity of Cape Nome,
Alagka or in other Alaskan waters
have been made to any individaa) or
corporation or association by the sec-
retary of war or any other war de
partment official and, if so, upon
what authority such grant wes made

“The secretary of war,’”” said Mr
Turver, ‘has jurisdiction over the
vavigable waters in the rivers and
harbors of the United Stutes, and at
various times bas given to private
individuale authority to excavate the
bed of such waters for proper pur-
poses Now, if thie autbority has
been stretched to cover such a cop-
cession as that meuntioned in the reso
lation it is & shame, a reproach and a
scandal ”

Mr Wolcott of Colorado eaid that
in view of this extraordinary state
ment the secretary of war would be
anxious to answer any proper inquiry
touching it If such concession had
been granted it was clearly a viola
tion of the law

Mr Carter eaid it certainly could
oot be in contempiation of the secre
tary of war to give mining leases
without a semblance of law  “I
think tbe resolution should be adopt
ed,” said Mr Carter, ‘‘as I am satis
fied the reeponse will show the
sacretary has not arrogated to him-
self such power "’

The resolution was agreed to

———— > > E——

Secretary Root Explains Con-
cessions.

o —

Washington, March 22 —Secretary
Root made a brief statemeot to the
press at the war department today
in regard to the sction of the depart
ment in granting license to pros
pectors to dredge the water front of
Cape Nome, Alaska, in their search
for gold He admitted that two con
cessions to dredge eand had been
issued and 20 other applications are
pending He says they will all be
granted He says no exclasive priv-
ileges have. been granted and there
bas been no discrimination His
authority wae based upon the statutes
giviog the war department jurisdic
tion over the navigable waters of the
United States It was shown, he
eaye, that the purposed dredging of
sand would not interfere with pavi
gation” or the riparian rights of
owners of adjacent territory The
particular character of the eand to be
dredged did not enter into the con-
sideration of the case ot ali The
secretary said farther that anyone
was privileged to dig for gold in the
open sea. and the only question con
sidered by the war department was
whether such operatione conducted
within the three mile limit were an
interference with pavigation or an
infringement on the rights of others
When these conditions were complied
with the department wae prepared to
grant permiseion to anyone to dig in
the beach at Cape Nome or elsewhere
ut any point lying within three miles
of low water mark Secretary Root
made it clear that the privileges in
question were free to all responsible
persons He will shortly submit his
reply to the resolution of inquiry
adopted by the senate.
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Mob Law in Virginia,

Condemned man Who Escap-
ed From Jail is Capturad.

Richmond, March 23.—Tae negre
who, with a white man, was engaged
in the killing of Justice of the Peace
Saunders and Mr Welton at Skippers
in Greenvilie county Thursday, was
after an all night chase captured at
Stoney Créek, Suesex county.

He confessed to the shooting of
Saunders and Weiton and to several
robberies, among thew that of the
Gizzarde at Emporia, but denied the
killing of George W. Black, who
was murdered in his store some
weeks ago and of which he was also
suspected.

He is a negro, Cotton who escaped
from the Portsmouth, Va, jail some
some monthas ago, while under sen-
tence of death.

A posse was immediateiy started
to Emporia, the county seat of.
Greenville.

In the meantime a large crowd of
infuriated citizens of Greenville had
guthered at Emporia, bent on lynch-
ing Cotton  County Judge Goodwyn
wired the vernor a request for
troops and ﬁe governor promptly
ordered Co. B, Richmond Blues, to
to report at the Coast Line depot,
where a special had been secured,
and queried the eheriff of Greenviile
to know if he endorsed the judge’s
reqaest Later the governor received
irom the judge a telegram stating
that it was eaid his life would be in
danger if the troops were sent The
governor asked if he must constrne
this a8 a withdrawal of the request,
but subsequently the sherifi’s en-
dorsement came, and the troops
were diepatched They arrived at
the scene early in the afternoon, and
forthwith surounded the jail, to which
Cotton bad been taken, and where
the white man who wee with him
when the killing occured, is aiso con-
fined

Cotton gave the name of several
parties who, he said, were engaged
in the Black robbery and murder,

aod posses have been sent after
them.

THE MOB ELLES.

Richmond, Va, Marcn 23.—At9
tonight it was represented to the
judge that if the troops remained at
Emporia the mob would attack them.
It was them sgreed thst the sheriff
should order the troops back, snd a’
local guard be placed at the jail, the
citizens agteeing that the iaw should
take ite course, and the sheriff in a
speech pledged himseif that Cotton
should never leave the county alive.
The other company of the Blues had
been beld here under arms ready to
reinforce their comrades, but Maj
Cutchins, who is in command on the
scene of the trouble, telegraphed
that they were not needed

——— 0

Thomas Wilson Buiiding An-
other Raliroad

Greenville, Marobh 21 —There is &
probability that the “Swasmp Rabbit”
Reilway will be rebuilt Thomes
Wilson, who is largely interested in
saw mill property at Williamsburg, bas
booght large quantities of timber land
io tbe section of country through which
the road ruoe [t is noderstrod that
Mr Wilsoo i backed by the Atlantie
Coast Lioe, whioh owns & portion of the
road '

[t is thought io some qoarters, where
inside ioformation is supposed to exist,
that the road wiil finally be extended
oo to Brevard, via Sappbire, N. C, so
as to run in over the Heondersoonville
and Brevard Road sod make sonnection
st Heodersooville, oo the Western
North Csrolioa Road, for Asheville
sod Spartaoburg snd other points west
aod east A line from Sappire to
Brevard was graded several years ago.

————————ll- -+ O O > PE—

Wasbiogton, March 21 —The faot
that the state department has coosist-
eotly, throughout the maoy uprisioge
io Obios pecensitating the pressnce of
foreign werships, adbered to ite polioy
of sotiog slooe is quoted here as suffi-
cieat to iodioste the error in the
statoment ocoonectiog the presence of
the gunboat Wheeliog ot Taku with sn
ioternational demoostration.

——————— -0+ A— e

Washiogton, March 21 —Lieut
Commander Seaton Scuroeder, at
present secretary of the naval

inepection board, has been selected
to succeed Capt Leary ae naval gov-
ernor of the island of Guam.
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